EPISODES   OP   THE   GREAT   WAR         [1914

southern Andes fired by the evening glow. To the
west burned one of those flaming sunsets which the
Pacific knows, and silhouetted against its crimson
and orange were the British ships, like woodcuts in
a naval handbook. A high sea was running from
the south, and half a gale was blowing. At first
some twelve miles separated the two squadrons, but
the distance rapidly shrank till it was eight miles at
6.18 p.m. About 7 o'clock the squadrons were con-
verging, and the enemy's leading cruiser opened fire
at seven miles. By this time the sun had gone down
behind the horizon, but the lemon afterglow showed
up the British ships, while the German were shrouded
in the in-shore twilight. Presently the enemy got
the range, and shell after shell hit the Good Hope and
the Monmouth, while the bad light and the spray
from the head seas made good gunnery for them
almost impossible. At 7.50 there was a great ex-
plosion on the Good Hope, which had already been
set on fire. The flames leaped to an enormous height
in the air, and the doomed vessel, which had been
drifting towards the enemy's lines, soon disappeared
below the water. The Monmouth was also on fire
and down by the head, and turned away seaward
in her distress. Meantime the Glasgow had received
only stray shots, for the battle so far had been waged
between the four armoured cruisers. But as the
Good Hope sank and the Monmouth was obviously
near her end, the enemy cruisers fell back and began
to shell the Glasgow at a range of two and a half miles.
That the Glasgow escaped was something of a miracle.
She was scarcely armoured at all, and was struck by
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